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CHALFONT, Oct. 12, 1791, 


AT: the Half-yearly Meeting of the AssociA To- 


fa Number of Min1sTERs in the County of 
83 held in this Place, RESOLVED, 


That the Rev. Mr. BzAsLEy be deſired to print 
his Setmon this Day preached, as they think it 
well calculated to inftrut the younger Branches 


of Diſſenting Congregations in the Nature and 


Validity of their Principles. 


That this Aſſociation expreſs its Approbation 
of the Letter of the CommiTTEE of the Weſt- 
Riding of the County of York, figned by Mr. 
SCATCHERD, in Defence of the Princights and 
Conduct of the Diſſenters. 


That this Aſſociation condole with Dr. PRIEST. 
LEY, and with ALL others who lately ſuffered in 
our Common Cauſe, 


(Signed) 
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A. 


" ACTS xxviii. 22. 
Concerning this Sec, we know that every 
where it is ſpoken againſt, 
Tu apoſtle Paul, having been let 

by the direction of Providence to 
Rome, was viſited by ſome of his own 
nation, who had taken up their reſidence 
in that celebrated city. To them he 
thought it proper to explain the occaſion 
of his appearing there as a priſoner. 
They, in reply to this explanation, tell 
him, that they had heard no evil of him, 
but that concerning the ſect to which 


he belonged, “ they knew that it was 
every where ſpoken againſt.” 


{ intend, at this time, to apply the 
words I have juſt read, as the foundation 
B | of 
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of a diſcourſe on the principles and cons 
duct of Diſſenters, and to draw ſome 
inferences from them in favour of that 
body of Chriſtians, to which we more 
particularly belong. I do this, in part, 
becauſe this ſubject was fixed upon by 
the original projetors of this Aſſocia- 
tion, as proper to be brought before you 
on one of theſe occaſions ; and partly, 
becauſe I apprehend the preſent circum- 
ſtances of Diſſenters render it neceſſary, 
that we ſhould ſtand forth in vindica- 
tion of our principles and conduct. 


The words I have read 1 confider as 
fit for this purpoſe, principally becauſe, 
however unlike to the ſect ſpoken of in 
the text in other reſpects, we too much 
reſemble them in this particular—we are 
much, if not every where, ſpoken againſt. 


It may not be abſolutely unneceſſary 


to obſerve, that the word szcT has been 


generally uſed as a term of reproach; 
and probably was ſo uſed in the text. 


That it was improperly uſed, I need 
not ſay. 


CY 'The 


En 
The following obſervations will em- 
ploy our attention far a few minutes: 


That to entertain religious ſentiments 
different from the generality of our 
countrymen, or to diſſent from the eſta- 
pliſnhed religion of the nation in which we 
reſide, is not neceſſarily diſgraceful: and 


That to belong to an unpopular. ſect 
is no certain indication of error, 


But, before 1 cnter further upon my 
diſcourſe, ſuffer me ta caution you Agai wW 
imagining, that I am about to inflame 
your minds againſt the church /of Eng» 
land, or its members. In ſeveral re- 
ſpects I admire it; and conſider it as 
one of the beſt effab/ifhed churches in 
Chriſtendom ; though in ſome impor- 
tant parts of its conſtitution and doc- 
trine, I cannot but object to it. Many 
of its clergy I greatly reſpect, though 
among them, as in every other ,body of 
men, ſome may be found, who do but 
little credit to their office. For many 
of its members I have a perſonal eſteem; 


conſidering them as men of ſound mo- 
*' rals, 
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rals, of Chriſtian experience, and real 
godlineſs. Nor do I think it would at 
all become me, as a profeſſed miniſter 
of the goſpel of peace, to do any thing 
that has a tendency to widen the breach 
between one denomination of Chriſtians 
and another; or to relax the bonds of 
Chriſtian charity or brotherly love among 
neighbours. What I am this day en- 
waged in I wiſh to have confidered, 
not as an attack upon the church, but 
merely as a defence of ourſelves. Nor 
would I wiſh any thing I ſhall advance 
to be underſtood as a general complaint 
againſt the clergy; for I well know, 
many of them warmly diſapprove of 
that ſpirit of perſecution which is gone 
abroad : but as a diſcourſe intended to 
bring to remembrance the principles of 
our nonconformity, and to furniſh the 
younger members of our ſocieties with 
ſome weapons of ſelf. defence. I ob- 
ſerved, | FAS 


That fo diſſent from the eftablifhed church 
does not neceſſarily incur diſgrace ; or that 
there may be a Silent from an eſtabliſh- 
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151 
ed religion without ſin, and therefore 
without any juſt cauſe of reproach, 


This, 1 conceive, will immediately 
appear, if we conſider, that it is poſſible 


a religious ſyſtem may be eſtabliſhed, 
which does not accord with truth. This 


has been the caſe, this may be the caſe 
again; ſuppoſing it ſhould, would it be 
any diſgrace not to profeſs it ? We ſhall 
be told, however, that the church of 
England is built on the rock of truth— 
that its doctrines are founded in Scrip- 
ture, and have been ſanctioned by bi- 
ſhops and by kings. We will not ſtay 
to examine the truth of this aſſertion; 
but will ſuppoſe it as true, as its warm- 
eſt advocates can believe. Vet while we 
are in our own minds convinced of the 
contrary, it will certainly be our duty 
to diſſent; or, at leaſt, it will be leſs 
diſgraceful to diſſent from, than to Join 
in, a religious communion, the princi- 
ples of which we conſider as inconſiſtent 
with the principles of ' the goſpel. To 
ſay, that it is our duty to join in religious 
ſervices Which our conſciences diſap- 

8 prove, 
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prove, or to engage in the moſt ſolemn 
tranſactions which our hearts condemn, 
is to confound the order of things, and 
to call evil good, and good evil ; and to 


ſay, that it is diſgraceful to obey the 


dictates of conſcience, is to remove re- 
proach from vice, and to place it upon 


virtue. 


It is not my preſent deſign to examine 
the doctrine and the worſhip, the rites 
and the ceremonies, of the church of 
England, and to vindicate our diſſent, 


by ſhewing their inconſiſtency with the 


&mplicity of the goſpel. I would now, 
by producing examples of perſons of 
eminence, who have diſſented from eſta- 
bliſhed religions, ſhew, that our diſſent 
in itſelf, ſuppoſing we therein obey the 
dictates of conſcience, is not matter of 
juſt reproach. By perſons of eminence, 
I do not mean men of ſounding titles, 
or illuſtrious rank. They are frequently 
too much engaged in conducting the 
civil and political affairs of nations, to 
attend cloſely to the ſtudy of the ſacred 
Writings. '- Yow will perhaps expect 
| then, 
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then, that 1 ſhall mention thoſe who 
have been eminent among Diſſenters for 
learning and ſcience; for a critical ac- 
quaintance with the ſacred Scriptures, 
and an aptneſs to communicate their 
ideas to mankind, I might in this view 
mention the names of Watts and Chand- 
ler, of Doddridge, Lardner and Tay- 
lor, with many others of the preſent 
day, whoſe memories will be honoured 
by men of learning, and by the fincere 
friends of Chriſtianity, through every 
future age. But I know that learned 
men have been miſtaken, and that there 
is learning on the other ſide the queſtion, 
as well as on ours. You will expect 
then that I ſhould go back to the laſt 
century, and mention the profound piety 
of Howe; the ardent and ſucceſsful zeal 
of Baxter, or the pleaſing eloquence of 
Bates : Men, who nobly refuſed the 
emoluments of the church; not from 
obſtinacy, but for conſcience ſake. Ye 
profeſſed ſueceſſors of theſe venerable 
men, make their writings your ſtudy, 
they will repay you; read their lives, 
they will afford you inſtruction; drink 
| deep 
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deep into their temper, it was the ſpirit 
of the goſpel ! But I would not mention 
theſe as names.of authority in religious 
matters. We ſhall go ſtill farther back; 
and while we juſt glance at the names 
of Calvin; Luther, and other illuſtrious 
reformers, who diſſented from the eſta- 
bliſhed religion of the countries where 
they lived, and were the means in the 
hand of God of the reformation ; while 
I juſt remind you of thoſe. eminent men 
whom the church of England ſtiles the 
Glorious army , Martyrs, who died fot 
their diſſent from the eſtabliſhed religion 
in the primitive and purer ages of Chri- 
ſtianity, I would direct your attention 
to the inſpired: apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Were not they Diſſenters? Were they 
not driven from one city to another, 
perſecuted, afflicted, tormented, and at 
length murdered for their attachment to 
the dictates of conſcience, and their 


obedience to the goſpel of Chriſt, in 


oppoſition to the abſurd opinions and 
prejudices which had been eſtabliſhed by 
civil powers? I will go one ſtep further, 
and refer you to Jxsus, the SIO 

al- 
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ſalvation. He preached againſt the com 
monly received notions; he introduced 
new opinions; and on this account he 
was deteſted by the Phariſees, he was in- 
ſulted by the populace, and flain by or- 
der of the civil power, You will now 
ſee, my friends, that there is no reaſon to 
be aſhamed of our Diſſent, ſuppoſing it 
to be founded upon good principles; and 
that if we diſſent in obedience to the 
dictates of conſcience, we have ſuch 
examples as will give full ſanction to our 
conduct, 


But we ſhall be told, that the Diſſenter —* | 


are very unpopular, that the whole na- 
tion ſeems to have been alarmed by them 
—that they are conſidered as heretical 
in their religious opinions, and are ac- 
cuſed of diſaffection towards their civil 
governors : That the more affluent part 
of the community treat us with diſre- 
ſpect—and that the lower orders are 
ready to combine together for our in- 
jury: — That many of the clergy inveigh 
loudly againſt us, thinking it neceſſary 
to exert themſelves, or we ſhould over- 

C turn 
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turn their Church; while orators and 
ſenators repreſent us as dangerous to the 
ſtate: and that this would not be the 
caſe, if our principles were not errone- 
ous, and our conduct juſtly reproachable. 
It was with a view to obviate this diffi- 
culty, that I obſerved, 


Secondly, That the unpopularity of a 
ect is not a certain indication of error. 


That a majority of advocates does not 
always indicate the truth of an opinion, 
will, I apprehend, be univerſally acknow- 
ledged. At leaſt, I hope it will appear, 
that truth has ſometimes been left in a 
minority, The greater part of moſt 
countries has often conſiſted of the ig- 
norant and the prejudiced ; for men of 
knowledge and virtue have been compa- 
ratively but very few. Theſe few, in 
moſt nations, have had but little influ- 
ence, and frequently but little favor with 
the multitude. It is no new thing, for 
men of eminent virtue and eminent 
knowledge to be perſecuted. Look into 
-profane hiſtory, and examine what doc- 

trines 
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trines were moſt popular, and what opi- 
nions were held in higheft eſtimation ; 
were they the refined, and, in many 
reſpe&s excellent, principles of philo- 
ſophers, or the confuſed, debaſed, and 
debaſing dreams of ſuperſtition? One 
inſtance may ſuffice ; Socrates, who ap- 
_ pears to have approached. nearer. the 
truth than any of his countrymen, died 
for diſſenting from eſtabliſhed opinions; 
His ſentiments were unpopular, aud coſt 
him his life. If we recur to ſacred hiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find, that the men who were 
moſt eminent for virtue and religion, 
were little regarded by the reſt of man- 
kind. We read of Enoch and Noah, but 
they are ſpoken of as extraordinary cha- 
raters; and we have reaſon to believe, 
that the latter was an unpopular and an 
unſucceſsful preacher of righteouſneſs, 
We read of Abraham, the father of the 
faithful; but his family was almoſt the 
only one, that had not forſaken the true 
God, to worſhip idols. Some of the 
beſt men among the Jews were thoſe 
who were moſt unpopular. This was 
particularly the caſe with the Prophets: 
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for in Proportion to their zeal againſt 
corruptions, in doctrine and practice, 
was the oppoſition they met with from 
their deluded countrymen. From the 
time of the Prophets until the appearance 
of our Lord, depravity of manners and 
errors in opinions made great inroads 
among the Jews. Therefore when John, 
the forerunner of our Lord, appeared, 

his eminent virtue, and his courageous 
zeal ſoon expoſed him to contempt, im- 
priſonment, and death. This was the 
caſe alſo with our divine Maſter himſelf. 
He is emphatically ſtyled he Truth ; yet 
he met with an evil reception among the 
children of men, My fellow Chriſtians, 
you will eaſily call to mind the many in- 
ſalts this great Teacher of teachers en- 
dured. The benevolent miracles which 
he wrought, the wonderful words which 
he ſpake, and the perfectly innocent life 
which he led, were inſufficient to gain 
him popularity among the Jews, His 
doctrines were called blaſphemy, his mi- 
racles were faid to be the effects of 
diabolical inſpiration, and his earneſt 
Forty: to promote the has of men, 


Were 
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'were conſtrued into ſedition, and a deſire | 
to ſtir up the people. It is true, he once 
wore the appearance of a popular cha- 
rater, He made a public entry into 
Jeruſalem, hailed by the Hoſannas of the 
multitude ; but ſo far was he from being 
elated by this tide of popularity, that we 
find him pouring out tears of compaſſion, 
probably from the conſideration, that 
the people, who then ſhouted * Hoſanna,” 
would in a little time be ſo far deluded 
as to join the bloody cry,“ Crucify him. 
crucify him.“ For ſtrange as it might 
appear to thoſe who knew his errand to 
this world, but were unacquainted with 
his hiſtory, this gracious Saviour, this 
kind deliverer, this holy and benevolent 
perſonage, was deſpiſed and rejected of 
men. They turned away their faces from 
him, and rendered him a man of ſorrows 
and acquainted with grief. As the great 
founder of chriſtianity -was every where 
ſpoken againſt, ſo were his immediate fol- 
lowers. He was not of the world, nei- 
ther were they. As the world hated 
him, ſo it hated them. For three centu- 

ties, they were e as innovators, 

treated 
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treated as malefactors, and butchered 
with the moſt bloody cruelties. The 
primitive Chriſtians, though men of 
eminent piety, reſolution, and fortitude, 
were much ſpoken againſt. And unhap- 
pily for the world, thoſe men who have 
_ diſcovered moſt zeal, and moſt earneſt- 
neſs, in preaching the goſpel, and moſt 
diligence in ſtudying it, have been treated 
with contempt and ridicule by a wicked 
world, even to the preſent day. I might 
mention, as inſtances of what I now 
aſſert, the unjuſtifiable treatment which 
many of the reformers met with ; the 
ill treatment of nonconformiſts in the 
laſt century; or the contempt and ridi- 
eule caſt upon Whitfield, Weſley, and 
the Methodiſts in our own times.— 
Hence then we conclude, that to belong 
to an unpopular ſeR is no proof that our 
principles are erroneous; and that it is 
poſſible our principles of Diſſent may be 

juſt, though we are much ſpoken againſt. 
You will do me the juſtice, however, 
particularly to obſerve, that this is all I 
had in view, in producing theſe inſtances 
of truth being ill treated, and its advo- 
at Cates 
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cates being. unpopular. For I by no 
means wiſh to be thought to inſinuate, 
that, becauſe we are ill ſpoken of, our 
principles muſt be true; or that becauſe 
ſome of the Diſſenters in the preſent day 
have been unpopular and perſecuted, 
therefore all the doctrines they teach 
muſt be ſcriptural. This would be 
ſtraining the argument far beyond what 
I intend or defire. I only wiſh to ſhew, 


that to be evil ſpoken of, 1s no proof 
that we deſerve it. | 


To make the general opinion a rule of 
judgment, is certainly an - unreaſonable, 
and in many caſes, an unjuſt way of pro- 
ceeding. The man who is guided by 
the opinion of others, without examining 
for himſelf, is, I apprehend, much more 
likely to be wrong than to be right. The 
multitude frequently forma wrong judg- 
ment, and are uſually influenced by 
prejudice or bigotry. Hence it is, that 
truth has hitherto made but ſlow pro- 
greſs in the world, and has met with ſo 
much oppoſition. We have reaſon to 
rejoice however in the perſuaſion, that 

this 
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this will not always be the caſe, for we 
are taught to expect a time, when truth 
and virtue ſhall univerſally prevail: 
When all oppoſition to pure religion 
ſhall be laid low, and Jeſus, the once 
deſpiſed Nazarene, ſhall reign from the. 
river to the ends of the earth. 


As I have profeſſed to prove, that there 
may be a diſſent from eſtabliſned churches 
without incurring any juſt reproach, 
provided ſuch a diſſent be founded upon 
good principles; it may be expected, that 
I ſhould enumerate ſome of 1 reaſons 
of our Diſſent. 


To mention all our objections to the 
conſtitution, articles, and worſhip of the 
Church of England, would take up more 
time than can be allowed in the preſent 
ſervice. I ſhall therefore only mention 
ſome of the principal reaſons why we 
diſſent. They are thoſe in which all 
denominations of Diſſenters agree, and 
are not peculiar to Socinians or Cal- 
viniſts. We diſſent from the Church of 
England, becauſe we conceive it to be 

every 
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every man's duty to judge for himſelf it? 
matters of religion ; becauſe we can ad- 
mit of no Lord over our Conſcience, 
except him who made us; no head of 
the Church, but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and no infallible rule of faith, beſides 
the Holy Scriptures, The Church aſ- 
ſumes the power of preſcribing forms of 
worſhip, of determining articles of faith, 
and of proriouncing anathemas upon 
thoſe who do not believe the doctrines 
which it teaches. It ſets up another head 
of the church, beſides Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
another rule of faith, beſides the Holy 
Scriptures. By theſe pretenſions, we 
conceive, it arrogates to itſelf a power to 
determine, what is right, and what is 
wrong; and muſt be conſidered by all 
true churchmen as infallible. When we 
call to mind the principle on which the 
reformation was brought about—when 
we recolle& the fortitude and piety of 
many of thoſe concerned in the forma- 
tion of the Church of England—when 
we ſee them with juſt indignation reſiſt- 
ing the pretenſions of the church of 


Rome to infallibility, it appears to us 
e D | extra- 
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extraordinary, that the ſame principle 
ſhould be admitted into a Proteſtant and 
reformed church. But it is much more 
aſtoniſhing, that after the lapſe of more 
than two centuries, this principle ſhould 
be maintained with more than common 
earneſtneſs. Are we told, that the Church 
has power to determine what we ſhall 
believe, and how we ſhall worſhip ? We 
are naturally led to enquire, whence it 


derived that power? Certainly not from 


Chriſt, becauſe he taught his diſciples 
not to judge, left they alſo be judged, *— not 
fo be called Maſters, as one is our Maſter, 
even Chriſt, and all his diſciples are bre- 
thren b. It could not derive the power of 
commanding implicit ſubmiſſion to arti- 
cles of faith from the Apoſtles, for they 
commended the Bereans for comparing 
their doctrines with Scripture to examine 
their truth e, and exhort us to prove all 
things, and to bold faſt that which is good d. 
And if it cannot be proved, that the Church 
derives this power from either of theſe 
ſources, it is a matter of little conſe- 


* Matt, vii. 1, * Matt. xxiii. 8. Acts xvii. 11. 
4 Thefl, v. 21. 
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quence whence it derives it, for we 
know of no other authority, that will 
vindicate ſuch pretenſions. And can 
we, or rather oughtigye, to be blamed, 
becauſe we acknowleape Chriſt alone as 
having a right to command in the Chriſ- 
tian church, and becauſe we conſider the 
ſacred writings as the only rule of faith ? 
Could the advocates for the national re- 
ligion convince us, that this church has 
the power it profeſſes to have, we would 
chearfully ſubmit to it. If by arguments 
drawn from reaſon and Scripture, theycan 
removeourobjections, we are willing to fly 
to its boſom; for it is no pleaſing thing to 
lie under the inconvenĩencies to which our 
diſſent ſubjects us. While our objec- 
tions, however, cannot be removed, 
while we ſee, or at leaſt imagine we ſee, 
that Chriſt has committed no ſuch power 
to any man, or any body of men; while 
we cannot but regard ſuch pretenſions 
as an unchriſtian uſurpation, we do not 
join them, becauſe we dare not. We 
ſhould conſider 1t as a breach of our al- 
legiance to Jeſus; the head of the church. 
We ſhould regard it as a mean diſavowal 
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of the truth, and an affront to that God 
who gave us rational powers, and has 
commanded us to make uſe of them in 
ſearching the Scrigtures—an affront to 
the God and Fatlhir' of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has revealed by his Son 
what we ought to believe, and how we 
ought to worſhip. 


So inconſiſtent is this principle of the 
power of the church with the conduct of 
the reformers, that you have only to re- 
queſt a member of the Church of Eng- 
land to vindicate its ſeparation from the 
Church of Rome, and by the fame argu- 
ments may you vindicate your diſſent 
from the Eſtabliſhed Church of this coun- 
try. The ſame arguments, by which 
they oppoſe the infallibility of the Biſhop 
of Rome, will overthrow all pretenſions 
to the infallibility of any men, or body 
of men whatever, who cannot give ſuffi- 
cient evidence of their inſpiration, 


Many, however, of the ſtrongeſt ad- 
yocates for the Eſtabliſhed Church will 
acknowledge, that they haye no evidence 


f 
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of their Church poſſeſſing theſe powers, 
more than any other church; but tell us, 
there is a propriety and expediency in 
eſtabliſhing ſome man, or body of men, 
as judges to decide on matters of contro- 
verſy, in order to preſerve unity of faith 
and worſhip, and that proviſion may be 
made for public inſtruction. To ſuch I 
would reply, that the objects propoſed 
are not fo deſirable, as may at firſt ſight 
appear. Nor are the means adapted. to 
the ends propoſed. It may appear ſtrange, 
that I ſhould intimate, that unity of faith 
is not ſo deſirable as has generally been 
ſappoſed. To explain myſelf I would 
obſerve, that the articles of religion, 
which moſt churches have been moſt 
eager to decide upon, are thoſe which 
are involved in the greateſt obſcurity, 
and concerning which men may not 


quite agree, and yet be firm believers i m 
1 8 Goſpel of Chriſt. 


But though I think an abſolute agree- 
ment in every particular article of a re- 
ligious creed not ſo deſirable as has gene- 


ally been repreſented ; yet as it is highly 
deſira- 


* 


— — — 
— 
— 
= . _—_ 
—ñ ñ Ü— 
( = 


— > Eta Ga — —— 
= = — —— — 2 1265 
— — — mY 


— — 
—— 


_ — — renee — 8 
my - od N 2 — = — 4 = 
- — — o — — — - — —— — — . - 
a : — — — — r ,.. —— — —————— EE 
— —— 2 —— — — 2 — _ : —_ | = 
- EE = - JEST = - = - =p = 3 5 FE " 53 5 A — . 1 _— 21 mungen 
£ | : 5 — A £ > — — 
of = - "4 - 0 2 ow . . 2 = ab 22 RES Hon CG 26 5c. Mi —— STEELY > I 
2 . +" _ 2 4 — + $4. * == — 8 22 5 <A 1 a 5 
* 1 : 5 _ I —— k — 
— " th — 
— 
N * 


1 1 


deſirable, that all men ſhould come to 
the knowledge of the truth; and as it is a 
beautiful thing to behold chriſtians united 
together in the bonds of love and faith, 
it would certainly be an argument in fa- 
vour of eſtabliſhments if they had this 
tendency. That our eſtabliſhment does 
not ſecure an agreement of faith, right 
or wrong, among its members, is evi- 
dent from this fact, which I ſuppoſe none 
will deny ; the clergy of the church of 
England differ widely from one another 
in their religious opinions, And from 
what we can learn from their printed 
diſcourſes for more than a century back, 
moſt of the learned and regular clergy 
entertain ſentiments inconſiſtent with 
the Thirty-nine Articles, To eſtabliſh 
one ſet of religious opinions, in prefe- 
rence to another, is to lay temptations 


before men to profeſs what they do not 


believe, but can never be the way ta 
ſecure unity of faith. It may give occaſion 


to perſecution, feuds, and animoſities, 


but can never ſecure the peace of the 
church. Where Chriſtianity is left to 
its own energies, and where men are at 


lberty 
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liberty to profeſs what religious opinions 
they pleaſe, without any reſtrictions or 
temptation to the contrary, we hear of 
no perſecutions, no jarrings, fightings, 
or deſtruction of fellow-chriſtians.— 
Hence we find, that in thoſe ſtates of 
America, where religious liberty is fully 
enjoyed, there are no religious differences. 
Not becauſe they are leſs religious than 
European ſtates, for I apprehend the con- 
trary to be true, but becauſe their gover- 
nors are wiſe enough to know, that no 
external force can bind the conſcience ; 
and that as every perſon is to anſwer 
for himſelf at the day of judgment, it is 
every man's perſonal concern to obey the 
dictates of his own conſcience. In ſhort, 
it is becauſe no one pretends to judge for 
another in matters of religion, 


But an eſtabliſhment is ſaid to be ne- 
ceſlary, in order to provide for the ſup- 
port of public inſtruction ; and that the 
poor, who cannot pay for their inſtruc- 
tion, may have it at the expence of thoſe 
who can afford it. I will not take up your 
time in enquiring, whether there might 

19 not 
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not be an eſtabliſhment in which provi. 
ſion could be made for public religious 
inſtruction, without any infringement 
upon religious liberty, or the rights of 
conſcience: As Diſſenters, we are not 
abſolutely agreed in this point. I will 
relate one fact, which inelines me to 
think, that eſtabliſhments, or the inter- 
ferences of civil powers in matters of 
religion, have hitherto been hurtful. It 
is this; we learn from eccleſiaſtical hif- 
tory, that fo long as the powers of this 
world left | Chriſtianity to itfelf, and 
Chriſtians to provide for their own in- 
ſtruction, Chriſtians were eminent for 
purity of manners, and fimplicity of 
faith. But when the dire hand of earth- 
ly power had tarniſhed the heavenly gem, 
and induced the falſe colouring of pomp 
and ceremony ; the internal excellence 
of Chriſtianity was negle&ed, Were 
the Chriſtian Church again reſtored to 
its primitive ſimplicity, public inſtruc- 
tion would ftill be given, though the 
emoluments ſhould be wanting, For 
where religion comes with power, there 
will be a readineſs to ſupport the public 

| ordinances 
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ordinances of the Goſpel without con- 
ſtraint. Wherever Goſpel truth comes 
with energy to the heart, it will expand 
it with a generous concern for the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpel. And wherever 
the grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus has its 
proper effect, it will conſtrain- men to 
give liberally towards the ſupport of thoſe 
who proclaim this grace, in caſes where 
ſuch aſſiſtance is neceſſary, knowing that 
thoſe < who preach the Coſpel ſhould 
live by the Goſpel.” What is thus given 
freely muſt be more welcome, and more 
encouraging, though little, than what 1s 
taken by compulſion: and to ſay, that 
the Goſpel needs the aid of worldly ho- 
nours, and truth the aſſiſtance of worldly 
riches, to render their inſtructions uſeful, 
and their teachers reſpectable, is to inſult 
mankind, to degrade the glorious Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and to libel the grace and 
wiſdom of the bleſſed God. 


Some have aſſerted, that it is our duty 
to profeſs the eſtabliſhed religion, merely 
becauſe it is the religion of the ſtate, and 
that it is right for every man to conform 

___ to 


1 26 ] 


to the religion preſcribed by the Govern- 
ment under whoſe protection he lives. 
Thoſe who argue for this practice, may 
juſtly be ſuſpected of being no friends to 
religion; or of having no regard for 
truth. In order to ſhew the abſurdity 
of this notion, we will ſuppoſe a man 
educated in the Church of England, and 
from choice in maturer years continuing 
in her communion, believing her articles, 
and conforming to her rites, with a firm 
perſuaſion that in doing this, he is obey- 
ing the dictates of truth. We will ſuppoſe 
that this perſon 1s (as I am perſuaded is 
the caſe with thouſands) a ſerious church« 
man, who makes conſcience of his duty 
to God and man,—He is taught to be- 
Heve, that in the Chriſtian Church there 
1s a multiplicity of orders of clergy, ſuch 
as Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Archdeacons, 
&c. &c. in the courſe of Providence it 
becomes neceſſary for him to viſit Scot- 
land, and to take up his reſidence there. 
The eſtabliſhed religion there, you well 
know, is Preſbyterianiſm. He muſt, 
therefore, immediately upon eroſſing the 


2 Tweed, renounce his religious opinions; 


he 
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he muſt believe that the miniſters of re- 
ligion are upon an equality. He muſt 
oin in extempore prayers. He muſt 
renounce the common prayer, which but 
a day or two before he greatly admired, 
and muſt fully believe the aſſembly's con- 
feſſion of faith. He reſides but a little 
time in Scotland, before he is called to 
viſit Spain he ſettles there - enjoys the 
protection of that government, and, ac- 
cording to the mode of reaſoning men- 
tianed above, it becomes his duty to 
embrace the Catholic religion. He muſt 
believe that all his yalued relations which 
he left behind him—that thoſe miniſters 
he before heard with pleaſure and admi- 
ration—that thoſe religious friends with 
whom he took ſweet counſel by the way, 
and who had often afforded him pleaſure 
and profit by their holy converſation, I 
ſay, he muſt belieye that all theſe are he- 
retical in their creed; and that in conſe- 
quence it is become his duty to join in 
maledictions againſt them, and to conſi- 
der them as no longer having any claim 
to a dependence upon his word. He 
muſt now pray in an unknown tongue; 

E 2 muſt 
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muſt join in worſhip which he before 
conſidered as idolatry, and firmly believe 
that in the Euchariſt he eats the real 
body of Chriſt. Should he afterwards 
be called to reſide in Turkey, he muſt 
renounce all this, and in conformity to 
the religion of the ſtate, he muſt give up 
his Saviour, and truſt in en whom 
before he had been taught to conſider as 
an impoſtor; and inſtead of the ſpiritual 


and ſolid joys, which the Goſpel teaches 


us to expect, muſt pleaſe himſelf with 


the hope of carnal joys and fenſual gra- 


tifications beyond the grave. But how 
is a man to accommodate his faith to 
theſe varying ſyſtems ? How is it poſſible 
to ſuppoſe, he can faithfully comply with 
his duty, in believing the religion of 
theſe ſeveral ſtates? It is impoſſible he 
ſhould, unleſs we ſappoſe his religious 
views to change with the climate. Nor 
can we imagine that it is right he ſhould 
do ſo, unleſs we can believe, that what 


is truth in one country is falſhood i in 


another ; or that the Almighty has made 
different revelations of his will to dif- 
ferent nations, and that he has made it 

us 
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our duty to believe in one place what it 
is our duty to diſbelieve in another. But 
I will not take up your time in combat- 
ting this mode of reaſoning. It is of 
fuch a nature, as none but the moſt ig- 
norant, or the moſt licentious, would 
chooſe to make uſe of : and you may be 
certain, that a man who talks of be- 
lieving any thing, or believing nothing, 
according to the cuſtom of the country 
in which he reſides, either knows no 
diſtinction between truth and falſhood ; 
or is totally regardleſs of the beauties of 
the one, and the deformities of the other. 
He muſt have either a weak head, ora 
bad heart, who would make ule of the 
argument, 


But we ſhall be told, that the Diſſen- 
ters have had ſome ſerious charges 
brought againſt them. Let us proceed 
to examine them, and if we can learn 
any thing from our enemies, that will 
be uſeful to us, it will be well. They 
'often diſcover faults, which the partia- 
lities of friendſhip and ſelf- love would 
hide from our obſervation, 


We 
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We are charged with being diſaffected 
towards our civil government ; and with 
being the propagators of hereſy. Other 
charges have been alledged, the impor- 
tance of which 1s not ſufficient to claim 
our conſtderation, 


In conſidering the i of theſe charges, 
it may not be improper to obſerve, that 
in defending ourſelves we have nothing 
to do with the political ſentiments of 
individuals; and that it will be a ſuffici- 
ent refutation of the charge, if we can 
prove that our principles, as Diſſenters, 
do not lead us to diſaffection, or diſre- 
ſpect to civil governors; and that our 
conduct, as a body, has been quiet and 
peaceable. That our principles do not 

lead us to ſhew diſreſpect to our rightful 
King (and we conſider his Majeſty George 
the Third as ſuch) will be acknowledged 
by all, who are at all acquainted with 
aur ſentiments : and that in fact we have 
not, as a body of Diſſenters, ſhewn any 
diſaffection to his Majeſty, or any of 
his illuſtrious progenitors, will appear 
from the page of hiſtory, We wiſh not 
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to be compelled to glory, but as we are 
in reality obliged to bring the virtues of 
our forefathers to recollection, we will 
boaſt of their faith and loyalty to the 
Houſe of Brunſwick. In the begin- 
ning of the preſent century, when many 
Churchmen and ſome dignified Clergy 
ſhewed their diſaffection, not in words 
only, the Diſſenters, animated with a 
love of liberty, with a deſire of the good 
of their country, and an affectionate con- 
cern for his Majeſty, exerted themſelves 
in repelling the efforts of high church zeal 
and prejudice, to reſtore the Stuart fa- 
mily. In the reign of George the Second, 
when a ſimilar attempt was made, who 
were more diligent in their exertions, or 
more earneſt in their prayer, for the pro- 
tection of the Houſe of Hanover, than 
the Diſſenters? who were more ſincere 
and affectionate in their addreſſes, when 
his preſent Majeſty aſcended the throne, 
than his diſſenting ſubjects? And when 
a direful diſorder impeded the wheels of 
government, threw the nation into ſur- 
prize, and filled the breaſts of all loyal 
ſubjects with fear and concern, who were 
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more anxious for the recovery of the 
King than the Diſſenters? You can wit- 
neſs how frequent, how fervent, and 
how earneſt were our prayers for his 
health and happineſs. We have; it is 
true, fince then, been repeatedly diſap- 
pointed in our application for what we 
conſider the rights of loyal citizens 
and our enemies, arguing from their own 
feelings, atid ſuppoſing we could not 
bear repeated diſappointment without 
diſcovering a reſentful diſpoſition, have 
thought that they have diſcovered treaſon 
in our religious principles, and the ſeeds 
of ſedition in every attempt to convince 
our fellow ſubjects that we claimed no- 
thing but our rights. Some of our 
brethren have united with their feHow- 
citizens of different denominations, in 
expreſſing their pleaſure in contemplat- 
ing the efforts of a neighbouring nation 
to obtain freedom and happineſs. 'With 
their conduct we have nothing to do as 
Diſſenters, but ſurely their expreſſing 
pleaſure in a vigorous attempt to eſta- 
bliſh a conſtitution, in many important 


reſpects fimilar to that of England, ought 


to 


© i 4 


to be conſidered as an evidence of the 
high value they have for the latter. 


To the ſecond charge, viz. that we 
are promoters of hereſy, we muſt plead 
guilty, if they can prove that what they 
deem hereſy is ſo in reality. In this 
reſpect we are willing to follow the ex- 
ample of the apoſtle Paul, who acknow- 
ledged, that after the way his country- 
men called hereſy he worſhipped the God 
of his fathers. When 1 ſay, that Diſ- 
ſenters muſt plead guilty to the charge 
of preaching hereſy, or of ſetting forth 
opinions which have been denominated 
heretical, I do not conſider myſelf as 
reflecting on any particular denomination 
of Diſſenters, for we all muſt appear 
heretical in the views of thoſe who firmly 
adhere to the doctrine. of the church. 
That there are opinions propagated by 
Diſſenters, which do not coincide with 
my views of evangelical doctrine, I am 
ready to acknowledge; and I ſhould act 
a part highly inconſiſtent with my prin- 
ciples as a Diſſenter, if I did not as 


readily acknowledge, that the moſt en- 
F thuſiaſtis 
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thuſiaſtic Antinomian, whoſe principles 


| fip the foundations of morality, and 


the philoſophical Socinian, whoſe ſcheme 
in my apprehenſion derogates from the 
excellence of the Goſpel diſpenſation, 
have equal right with myſelf to preach 
whatever they conſider important and 
uſeful: and moreover, that their zeal 
in ſpreading theſe doctrines, while they 
conceive it to be their duty, entitles 
them to reſpect and admiration, I would 
not, however, be underſtood to intimate, 
that truth is of no importance, or that 
it is of little conſequence whether a man 
be right or wrong in his religious ſen- 
timents. I know that it is of infinite 
moment to form right ideas of the lead- 
ing doctrines of the Goſpel, and that it 
is the duty of every one to enquire after 
truth with ſeriouſneſs and humility, with 
diligence, impartiality, and earneſt and 
frequent prayer to the Father of Lights 
for the guidance of his wiſdom: and 
after enquiry and conviction, ſtill to 
extend the hand of Chriſtian charity and 
brotherly affection to all denominations 
of Chriſtians, knowing that all the ſin- 


cer — 


18 
cere diſciples of Jeſus are one body in 
him who is the head. 


My friends, I truſt it has been ſhewn, 
that there may be a diſſent from the eſta- 
bliſhed church without fin, and there- 
fore without any juſt occaſion for re- 
proach. We have ſeen, that the unpo- 
pularity of any denomination of the 
religious is no proof that their prin- 
ciples are erroneous—that we diſſent 
from the eſtabliſhed religion, not out af 
contempt of her miniſters, or diſreſpect 
to her dignitaries; but from a regard to 
Jeſus Chriſt the head of the church, 
and in compliance with the dictates of 
conſcience—that we diſſent, becauſe we 
conſider religion as a perſonal concern, 
and that as the church will not anſwer 
for us at the day of judgment, we are 
not obliged to ſubmit to its deciſions 
now, eſpecially while we have the Goſpel 
in our hands, and can read it for our- 
ſelves. 


We have examined twa of the prin- 
cipal charges which are brought againſt 
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us, and 1 flatter myſelf you have ſeen, 
that it is with juſtice I have denied the 
one, and that it is no diſgrace to admit 
te truth of the other. 


I ought to apologize for prolonging 
the diſcourſe ; but I will beg your at- 
tention a few minutes longer, while I 
ſaggeſt a few hints of advice with reſpe& 
to our preſent ſituation as Diſſenters. 


The affairs of Diſſenters do not at this 
time wear the moſt favourable appear- 
ance. We are much ſpoken againſt. In 
ſome parts of the country, the enemies 
of Diſſenters have not been contented 
with merely ſpeaking or writing againſt 
their diſſenting neighbours. They have 
demoliſhed places of worſhip, invaded 
the houſe, pillaged the property, and 
endangered the lives of uſeful men and 
good citizens, merely becauſe they have 
been Difſenters—have held notions dif- 
ferent from the multitude, and pleaded 
their right to maintain them. A ſpirit 
of perſecution is ſtill abroad, and will 
probably break forth again, unleſs pre- 

| vented 


les 


vented by the civil power. Some of the 
clergy, in defending their church from 
the danger they apprehended from the 
ſpirit of free enquiry which the Difſen- 
ters have encouraged, have thought fit 
to inflame the minds of their hearers 
againſt us. I ſay ſome, becauſe I know 
many of them highly diſapprove of it; 
and though many of our opponents are 
men of confined education, who know 
but little of the principles they wiſh to 
oppoſe, yet there are ſome of brilliant 
abilities and extenſive learning. To 
theſe our external enemies we may add 
ſome from among ourſelves, who, while 
they profeſs themſelves Diſſenters, re- 
nounce every principle on which a diſ- 
ſent can be juſtified, by encouraging 
thoſe who wiſh to enſlave conſcience, 
and to fetter the pens and tongues of 
| thoſe who preach doctrines different from 
their own. 


In the mĩdſt of all theſe enemies great 
caution and circumſpection are neceſſary. 
While therefore I would warmly exhort 


every one of you to contend carneſtly 
for. 
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of love towards your fellow- chriſtians ' 
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for the faith— while I confider it as a 
duty we owe to the God of truth, to 
profeſs our religious opinions when 
called to it, I think it neceſſary to advife 
you, to add the prudence of the ſerpent 
to the innocence of the dove, When- 
ever you are called upon, endeavour to 
thew the importance of religious en- 
quiry, and the value of liberty of con- 
ſcience. Teach your children and your 
domeſtics the principles of diſſent, and 
inform them why you do not worſhip 
with the majority of your countrymen ; 
and whenever a favourable opportunity 
occurs, endeavour to convince thoſe, 
who think ill of you for your religious 
tenets, that they are agreeable to reaſon 
and the ſacred writings, If the Diſſent- 
ers have truth on their fide, if the right 


of conſcience and religious enquiry are 


of any importance, ſurely thus much ts 
required of every one of you. But it 
may not be abſolutely unneceſſary to 


obſerve, that your zeal for diſſenting 


principles will not excuſe your neglect 
of other duties, or a want of that ſpirit 


of 
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of every denomination, upon which the 
Goſpel lays ſo much ſtreſs, I am afraid 
there are bigots of every denomination. 
A bigotted Diſſenter is peculiarly an in- 
conſiſtent character. Let not your zeal 
therefage for what you think the truth, 
lead you to think ill of thoſe who differ 
from you, nor to ſhew a reſentful 
temper towards thoſe who appear will- 
fully ſo oppoſe the truth, Great allow- 
ances are to be made for the prejudices 
of education; and while you 1magine 
they ſhew a diabolical ſpirit under the 
appearance of zeal for the church, they 
may conſider themſelves as employed in 
the ſervice of God, This has ſometimes 
been the caſe with well-meaning men, 
under the influence of prejudice or bi- 
gotry. It was once the caſe with the 
apoſtle Paul; and I am much inclined 
to believe it was the caſe with Queen 
Mary, when ſhe burnt the bodies of her 
ſubjects out of concern for their ſouls 
and the church. It is our duty to make 
every allowance of this nature, and to 
practiſe that difficult but beautiful 
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leſſon of our divine Maſter, love to ou ; 
enemies. 


Nor, while I am earneſtly recommend- 
ing a courageous profeſſion of our prin- 
ciples as Diſſenters, would I wiſh you to 
manifeſt it, by introducing the ſubject 
into every company you go into. By 
thus drawing your neighbours into a 
diſpute, you will compel them either to 
become your enemies, or your converts. 
While with manly and Chriſtian forti- 
tude you avow your ſentiments, and 


avoid that worldly wiſdom, which often 


through the fear of man brings a ſnare 
be careful not to incur the charge of 
caſiing pearls before ſwine. We are all 
of us too apt to imagine, that thoſe 
arguments which appear convincing to 


us will have the ſame effect upon others; 


and that we have nothing more to do 
than to ſtate the argument, and the con- 
viction will ſucceed. But we ſhall find 


that arguments which filence do not 


always convince, and that when con- 
viction ought. to take place, irritation 
prevents it. Hence, when ſpiritual wea- 

pong 
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pons have failed, we have ſeen men have 
recourſe to carnal ones. As I apprehend 
little good can be done in converfation 
with ſuch men, ſo alſo I conceive, that 
writing in defence of our principles will 
have but little effect upon thoſe who 
are our profeſſed enemies. We have 
men among us eminent for abilities and 
learning, who have written much within 
theſe few years ; but the miſchief of it 
is, thoſe who are our bittereſt enemies are 
men who ſeldom read or think; or whoſe 
prejudices will not ſuffer them to read on 
more than one ſide the queſtion, You 
will naturally aſk then, in what manner 
ate we to treat the calumnies and ſlan- 
ders of our opponents? And to this 
queſtion I can give no other anſwer than 
what is furniſhed by an apoſtle, 7 7s 
the will of God, that with well doing ye may 
put to filence the ignorance of fooliſhy men *. 


I could with pleafure enlarge upon 
this part of my ſubject, if time would 


3 1 Peter ii. 15. 
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admit: as it is, I can merely ſuggeſt 4 
few hints. The riots at Birmingham, 
and the unfavorable opinion of the pub. 
lic, are by no means to be conſidered as 
the moſt alarming ſymptoms in the caſe 
of Diſſenters. We have ſymptoms of 
an internal diſeaſe, which preys upon 
our vitals, and threatens us with more 
danger than the vigorous efforts of 
biſhops or prieſts, or the violence of 
an unthinking multitude. I mean that 
ſpirit of indifference and lukewarmneſs, 
and conformity to the evil cuſtoms of 
the world, which diſcovers itſelf in fre- 
quent abſences from the houſe of God, 
in a prevailing neglect of family worſhip 
and family diſcipline, in a diſregard to 
the Lord's day, and what, till of late, has 
never been known among Diſſenters, a 
light and irreverent uſe of the name of 
the Almighty *. Theſe ſymptoms of 


elf the reader ſhould wiſh to ſee more upon this 
ſubject, he may peruſe ſome excellent diſcourſes 
lately publiſhed by the Rev. B. CarrenTER, which 
the author ſincerely wiſhes were put into the hands of 


every Diſſenter, eſpecially thoſe who are frequently 
called Rational Diſſenters, 


the 
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the decay of practical godlineſs are more 
diſcouraging to ſerious faithful miniſters 
amongſt us, than the ſmallneſs of our 
congregations, the ſlender proviſion made 


for our ſupport, or the injurious treat- 
ment of our profeſſed enemies. I will 


pleaſe myſelf with the hope, that the 
preſent diſcouraging circumſtances of 


the diſſenting intereſt, while they may 


furniſh an excuſe for ſome, who have 
little regard to truth and virtue, to for- 
ſake us, and thus become the means of 
purifying our churches, will lead thoſe 
who remain to greater circumſpection 
and diligence in their Chriſtian courſe ; 
and that theſe external injuries may, 
under the care of the great Phyſician of 
ſouls, be the means of curing theſe more 


dangerous maladies which have infected 


our churches. That Diſſenters may ſtill 
be, what our forefathers have been, 
eminently zealous of good works; ſeri- 
ous, diligent, and devout in their at- 
tendance upon public worſhip ; careful 
in the diſcipline and religious inſtruction 


of their families; punctual in the duties 
| of 


heir 


in t 


ith the world May 


of his infinite mercy grant, through 
, the head of the Church, 


To him be glory in all his churches, 


Amen. 


and ſtrictly honourable 
THE END. 
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